
Thank you . It is a great honor to receive this

Korean Missions Centennial Memorial plaque , and I am most grateful

.

But I must accept it not for myself , but for my whole family , and
especially in honor of father. Dr . Samuel A. Moffett . And not
even for him alone , but also in the name of the many earliest Korean
co-workers who made his work possible: Kiel Sun-Joo , Han Suk-Jin
and Saw Sang-Yoon and so many others

.
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I am happy to be home again in Korea. My father and
mother were married in Korea . I was born in Korea. My wife and I

were married in Korea . And it is very, very good to be back here
once more with so many old friends

.

It is a particular honor for me to be able to come back
as a filial son to share in the honors being given to my father
this month . I want to thank all who made possible the dedicat on
of a building in his name on the campus of the seminary he started
in his home in Pyengyang so long ago in 1901. There were only two
students in his first class, and seven when the first class
graduated in 1907 . I remember some of them very well : Kil Sun-Joo,
and Suh Kyung- j

o

, and Yi Kui—P'oong, and Han Suk-Jin.

I was born in Japanese occupied Korea. How wonderful it
is to be in a free Korea. My first memory was when I was three
years old, and Japanese soldiers v/ith guns forced their way into
our home looking for students who had taken part in the Sam-il-
undong that day. All day the students had been shouting, "Tae-Han
Tong-nip Mansei ! " My brother and I were taking a nap, but when the
soldiers came into the room, we woke up and did what we thought
everyone was supposed to do that day. We shouted, "Tae-Han Tong-
nip Mansei" . My father turned pale, and the soldiers looked
startled; then they began to laugh and went away.

Today, though, all Korea is not free, and my most earnest
prayers these days is for freedom in the north where I was born,
and for a peaceful reunion of the whole peninsula, the "Samchooli
bando" . And the only other thing I can say is, "Thank you very,
very much, you dear friends

,
for making us both feel so very much

at home once more." God bless you all

.
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THESE IS NO CHEAP HOPE
Dr. S . Moffett

Texts Luke 23s 26-28
| 33-34? 39"43

In the New Testament
9
there is no hope without the resurrection*

But hope does not have to wait for the resurrection • There is no hope

without the cross
5
either^ and hope can "begin in the midst of suffering*

Let me make three observations about hope and suffering in tho light of

wha/t the Bible says about the crucifixion as recorded "by Luke

The first fact of the cross is the sufforing
9
not tho hope Ld me

read Luke 23 s 26s

"And as they led (Jesus) away
5
they seized one Simon of Cyrene who

v/as coming in from the country
9
and laid on him the cross to carry

it behind Jesus . . • And there followed him a great multitude of the

people
9
and of women vho "bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus

turning to them said
9

! Daughters of Jerusalonij do not weep for m
9

weep for yourselves"’’

One of 1:110 test novels a"bout Korea in English is Tho Martyred *by Richard
Kim

9
though it fails to catch the true spirit of Korea 1 s martyrs. It opens in

the North Korean capital of Pyongyang (which happens to "be my home "town)

The city has fallen to advancing United Nations troops The South Korean army
begins to set up its intolligenco headquarters in what remained of the
Central Presbyterian Churchy once the largest church in the country^ now
only a shell. There the main character of tho book

9
a Korean intelligence

offic r
5
learns that the North Koreans

9
just "before thoir hasty evacuation^

had rounded up fourteen Christian ministers
5

shot twelve of them unac countatly
spared, two who were left in prison and freed when the city foil. Essentially
the novel is the search for an answer to two questions Why were two allowed
to live? And what really happ .n d to the twelve martyrs? But a deeper question
is interwoven into the drama of the search for the truth of the affair

The
^
young intolligence officer is tho first to put that deeper question

into w?rds He finds tho two survivors One of them is out of his mind
fron his auffe^ingi . The other is hollow-faced

9
with feverish eyes and

a racking cough. The survivors say they don 1 t know why they were spare

d

9r what happened to tho olher twrelve.The officer doubts thein Moreover he is not
a Christian But as rit? looks at the two living wrecks in front of him

9

and thinks of th3 twelve murdered rnen
5
all tho remembered horrors of tho war

flash through his mind and a vravG of motion sweeps over nim He "breaks off
th interrogation and turns to leave Then he stops and asks one last

9

hesitant question. M Your god

—

n he says
9

,f is he aware of the suffering of his
people?”

Isn f t this what our consultation has been all about? Man struggles
Does God care? Man struggles for life and peace and justice and truth But
evon when he succeeds

9
life is suffering

9
and peace is elusive

9
and justice is

blind As for truth
9
most of the world is still askings with ilate 9

nWhat
is truth?

The novel jives no clear answer. The officer asks
9

n Is your god
aware of his people 1 s suffering?" And the hollow-eyed minister

9
still wrapped

up in his own suffering is silent .



Perhaps that is where most people begin—with a silent
9
almost fatal-

istic acceptance of suffaring
9
suffering without rational explanation It

is whoro our fext begins. Simon
9
innoc nt and uncomprehending

5
has laid on

him the cross . And the women wail
5
and Jesus turns and says

9
’’Daughters of

Jerusalem
5

do not weep for mo
5
but v/eep for yourselves. ^ Why? What had

they done? And there is no answer • But neither is there any dodging of

the fact that human struggle neans human suffering. That is tlu first lesson

•

But Asia needs no reminder of that fact This continent has known
moro human pain than all tho other continents combined. Japans from the Tokyo
earthquake to Hiroshima • Indonesia and the islands of the seas and the great-
est volcanic disasters in history. India: I walked through tho streets of
Calcutta and I could feel the painO Chinas a year or so ago north of Peking
in one gigantic earthquake a million people died And the world paid very
little attention. Asia was far away.

'The suffering is still more cruel when it is not so much man against
nature but man against man. The n havosM

9
for example

,
contrasted with the

n have notsn
• The thirty poorest countries in the worlds I am told

9
are all

in a broad band of poverty stretching from southeastorn Asia across into
Central Africa. In Asia alone live 245 million people who must live on
11^ a day or less. Eleven cents Why I spend twice as much for a cup
of coffee and don’t even think about it. 245 nillion people is mo-re than live
in the whole United States* And 11^ a day is S3*4 a month.

And there are the sufferinjs of the struggle for justice and for peace
This country of Korea has had to fight off 287 major invasions simply to

maintain its own independence • War after war after war
9
and very little peace

•

But tho deepest sufferings of all are in raan
! s struggle for truth

n I am the truth 11

9
said Josus

9
and whore Ho is not known there is a sickness

of the soul that is a sickness unto death. And Asia may not know why
9

"but

here Asia suffers most of all
9

for Asia is the least Christian continent
9

at least numerically
9
in the world.

n Daughters of Jorusal3m
?

n says Josus
9
and he is speaking not only to

Jerusalcm
9
not only to Asia

?
but to the whole world~’’daughters of Jorusalom^

do not v/eop for me
5
weep for yoursolves. Not much comfort

|
not much hope

thcr • Only the bitter reminder that life is hard
9
and that human struggle

means human suffering.

II But the text does not stop there . If the first fact of the cross

is the fact of suffering; the second fact is that we do not suffer alone
G d suffers with us. Let me read on in the gospel records Luke 23-32

9 35

•

n
Tv/o others also

9
who were criminals

?
wero led away to be put to death

with him. And when they came to the place which is called The Skull
9

there they crucified him
9
and the criminals

9
one on the right and the

other on the left . . . . And the people stood "by
9
watching*, .

M

I have been speakin of the sufferings of Asia. The cross speaks of
human suffering also, but much more . It speaks of the suffering of G d I
think it is peculiarly fitting that out of Asia ! s pain, as filtered through a
Christian raind

9
should come one of the most penetrating modern insights into

the meaning of the cross I refer to Kazoh Kitamor

i

9
tho Japanese theologian

9
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and his "theology of the pain of God." . Kitamore traces pain "beyond man'

s

suffering beyond Jesus' physical suffering on the cross, into the very
heart of 6 d ’’Pain’’, he says bluntly, "is the essence of God" . 3

H ha his critics, of course. He has been accused of the ancient

heresy of pa tripassionism. He defends biaself very wo 11 there . But I wonder
s

the more I read, of the theology of pain and compare it with God.' s revelation
of himself in the Bilole

?
if love is not nearer to the essence of God than

pain If justice is not nearer to the essence of God than pain. If power,
and truth are not nearer to tho essence of God than pain. But Kitamore is
absolutely right in reminding us ]lat the Christian hope is not cheap Tho

cross is not a sentimental illustration of God.' s sweet love for everybody.
It was a^ony . Nor is it a revolutionary model of solidarity vdth the
oppressor. In that a^ony Je us held out hope to only one of the thieves
crucified with him. Our struggles are not always God's struggles. The cross
doesn’t reduce to a slogan God's pain is deeper than that . His suffering
is neither physical nor political, though it sra'bracGS all who suffer, whether
in the body or in the body politic His pain,—to return to Kitamori--is
the price God pays for loving tho unloveable

,
for hating sin "but caring for

the sinner in a word, tho price he pays to forgive without destroying the line
that divides right from v^rong, justico from injustice. The price ho pays to
save is to let his Son die

5
and in that pain his love xnd wrath aro synthesized,

’’for the pain is the act of swallowing up his wrath. n We do not suffer alone.

III God is with us
?
and there lies our hope . Tho third fact of the

cross is that our hopo is in God alone Not in our struggle . Not even in
his suffering . But in tho fact that Ho is God- But I do not need, to remind
Reformed theologians of that. Lot me read on in tho texts One of the
criminals turns to Jesus (Liiko 23 s 42-43 ) s

,

nAn he said., 'Jesus, remember rne when you come into your kingdom .

'

And (Jesus) said to him, 'Today you will be with me in paradise *

„

vyiien we are in the presence of the King, how quickly hope goes to work.
Even in our suffering, it becomes immediately operative. Note the word
" today" « God is with us now, and a surge of power and hopo lifts us up in the
midst of our struggles.

The Korean Indopondcncs Movement of 1919 was "tho most moving mass
demonstration against injustice injustice in modern times. The price of
Christian participation was that it be non-violont

?
and Christians led it,

But it was put downbrutally by tho troops of the occupying colonial
govornment . Ono of its leaders was Yi Sang-Chao

?
head of the YMCA, and

outstanding Christian and a patriot Ho .vas roughly interrogated Toy the
Japanese police. "Who is the head of tho movement? Do you know" "Yes "

ho answered Thoy pounced on him like timers. "Who? Tell us. Who is head
the move ra nt?” nG d"

,
he answered calmly n G d at the headj and 20 millio]

Koreans oohind But what if cur stru^le fails. Is there no more hope?

. .

is with us in ur struggles, yes. But sometimes more important , Heis </ath us when wg suffer alone . The story is told of a dear old saint
incurably ill, v;ho ^vas visited by a younger friend, "You are suffering very

am afraid
,r

said the y un er woman, trying to be helpful. "Yes," said

+ v
: 1_ woman, but look" She held out her hands . "There are no nails

^Grc
,^

G had thG nails
5
I have tho hope." She pointed to her head, "Thereare no thorns there. Ho had the thorns

1
I have the hope."

Where then is our ho?e? In God, who in His Son, Jesus Christ, sufferedn thu CrSS N cross
5 n hope. But if God be for us

? who can te against us
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THE ECUMENICAL V ' F JNT, I

This susmer' s meeting of the F urth Assembly of the World Council
of Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, has a roused new interest in the continuing progress
of the Gcuin.enical movement, but has also raised some interesting questions about
its future. In this ho> r we shall have tie for only a very brief survey, so

I suggest that we look first at some of the significant signs of progress in the
movement, and, secondly, that we then consider some of the questions that concerned
Christians are a skinr today about the nature and purpose of the ecumenical movement.

I* The Progress of the Movement,

1. Its Growth, 1968 is the twentieth anniversary year of the World
rouncil of Churches. Twenty years is a ver short time compared to the 2000 years
of history claimed by the worldis largest ecumenical Christian body, the Homah

Cat^lic Church.^ Yet^
to be

C

the on^ world-wide
res;?/

:

u
f +' c+i-'<n faith Today Protestantism is as global as Boman

“ aeneva, as Ca^olicis, has

at Pome.

in 1948, at the first Assembly of the World C =C="de]B gate S

Christians, ^his is a figure wMch is _ beginr g to approach the

500,000,000 mark claimed by the Homan rrtl.olics.

increas^
it has become the most broadly inclusive organization of Chnstlan churches m
the world.

The kev-note speech at Uppsala was given by fl Christian from Asia,. Dr.

r T Mile s th? president of the Methodist Church in Ceylon. On the platform was

a
#

Lu her,n king, Gustav the

3 = ^ican^nd the other OreeK

Orthodox*

of the 750 voting de]f gates, 260 were from /frica, Asia and Latin America,

» T ?er is the World Council of Churches a Western Christian orga^zatxon. 1 or is

l wL Sc5!usively Protestant . The largest single bloc of voting delegates

was the 140-man representation from the E artam Orthodox churches. en :
crrtrin countries of the communist world Tiere represented. Thera were 35 .ele^at

frnrp r-s-i" m in all. eighty different countries were represented, and deceit

in the ^'isolated countries, the W.C.C.-related churches are the or voice

of the Chrirtian faith outside the fold of Roman Cetholicism.

Minority Ecumenical Movements. partly as a resol.t^ of ^t.he^

tf^paw^he World Council of Qiurches th these.

“if‘

if•aw
,

r<



The Ecumenical Movement - Z

The World Council of Churches is by far the largest Protestant ecumenical

organization. At the nationaT level in various countries it is represented by

National Christian Councils, and in Asia has a regional organization, the East

Asia Christian Council (EACC). A second smaller movement is organizaed at the
world ]£vel as the World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF), and at the national level

as the National Association of Evangelicals (MAE ) . The third and smalleit operates

internationally as the International Council of Christian Churches (ICCC ) and at

the national level in the USA calls itself the American Council of Christian
Churches

.

Something of the

ne following statistical
relative size of

chart:
these three movements n be seen

Name USA Membership World Membership

W.C.C. 45,000,000 300,000,000
W.E.F. (ME) 1,750,000 2,500,000
X # C # C # C- # 250,000 ?

But more important than numbers and statistics is the attitude and purpose
of these three groups.

The WorM Council of Churches is "a fellowship of churches which accept
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour”. Membership in the WCC is open to any c hurch
which acknowledges the deity of Jesus Christ, Like John Calvin, the WCC is concerned
with the peace and unity of the Church which is the Body of Christ, It believes that

when Protestants who believe in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour stop to fight each
other about less important things they are helping the devil more than they help the
Church, and make it much harder for non-Christians to believe in Christ.

The World Evangelical Fellow ship (loca.lly the N.A.E.) is a conservative
counterpart of the W.C.C. Its major concern is the purity of the faith. Whereas
the W.C.C. tries to bring whole denominations more closely together in Christ, the
W.E.F. stresses individual relationships and concentrates more on bringing Christie ns
together in a theologically conservative fellowtehip. Its purpose is not to split
churches and fight against the W.C.C. Christians belong both to the W.E.F.
and the W.C.C., and there is no good reason for those who support the W.E.F. and
those who supoort the World Council to fi ^ht each other. Like the W.C.C. the
W.E.F. now has its headquarters in Switzerland, and it is almost as old as the
W.C.C.—that is, sixteen years. Its ne president is an Indian, the Rev. I. Ben
Mati, a Baptists, and its General Secretary is also a Baptist, the Rev. Dennis E.
Clark, from Canada.

The International Council of Christian Churches flCCC) is a very different
kind of ecumenical movement. Whereas the W.C.C. and the W.E.F. may differ in
emphasis and strategy, at least they both ere positively ecumenical. But the
ICCC is a completely negative ecumenical movement. It claims that its purpose is
to unite all true Christians together, but wherever it ppes it only pulls Christians
farther apart and divides them . It spreads hate, not love. Its leader, the Rev.
Carl McIntyre was originally a Northern Presbyterian, but split off from them to
help found the Orthodox Presbyterian Church; then he split from the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church to found the Bible Presbyterian Church; then he split still a
third time end divided the Bible Presbyterian Church in two. Out of all the world's
50,000,000 Presbyterians he can find not more than two or three thousand who still
stay with his tiny denomination in America. The tragedy of the ICCC is thst it
poses as the great champion of orthodoxy5 but wherever it goes it weakens the really
conservative churches by splitting them, and never h?s the slightest effect on churches
thst are actually liberal.



II. Critical Areas of Development in the Ecumenical Movement

In many ways this twentieth anniversary of the founding of the World
Council of Churches marks a critical turning point in its history. The first period
of enthusiasm in its ±hhh birth is past, and it/ must make some important deci-
sions about its nature and purpose. Time will permt only a brief discussion of
four important areas of decision. What will be its relations with these four major
segments of Christendom 1. The Roman Catholic Church; 2* The Eastern Orthodox
Churchesj 3. Liberal Protestantism; and 4. Conservstive Protestantism.^

1, Relations with Rcrnsn Catholicism. When the .C.C. was organized in

1948 many considered it to be an anti-Catholic, Prote stent answer to the intolerant
power of world-wide Roman Catholicism, which in many areas of the world was persecu^
ting Protestants, At the same ti-^e, and more positively, it was hoped that ecumeni-
city coaid become for Protestants what Catholicism meant to the Roman Church--that
is, a universal, non-Roman focus of unity and Christian cooperation.

Then, in 1959 XKpis Pope John ZUII startled the Christian world with a

call to the Roman Church for its 21st Ecumenical Council, the first since Vatican
I in 1869-70. Vatican II met in Rome from 1962 to 1965 and has completely revolu-
tionized Roman Catholic—Protestant relations. On the Roman side, Protestants are
no longer called n condemned heretics" and hoathen, but "separated brethren*" Vaticnn
II declared that non-Catholics "who believe in Christ and have been properly baptized
are brought into a certain, though imperfect communion with the Catholic Church",
and that ’’they therefore have a right to be honored by the title of Christian, and
are properly regarded as brothers in the Lord by the sons of the Catholic Church"
(Vatican II Documents, p. 345)

Protestants, for their part, have suddenly discovered far wider areas
of agreement with Rome than would hcv© been thought possible ten years ago. This
is particularly true of evangelical Christians who have found that apart from the
Catholic doctrine of the church, they are in many ways closer doctrinally to fi oman
Catholics than to liberal Protestants.

One result of this thaw in the cold war between Catholics and non-Catholics,
has been a tremendous increase in contacts between Geneva and Rome, between the
World Council of Churches and the Vatican. There were Protestant observers at the
Vatican II fiEKfHraaiE Council. At the Uppsala meeting of the W.C .C there were even
more Catholic observers—fifteen of them, accredited not only as observers b ut as
non-voting delegates.,, This kind of collaboration has raised the fear among some
Protestants that the Catholic Church is about tc join and dominate the World Council.
There have even been suggestions made at Uppsala that the r ext meeting of the W,C.C.
should be a General Council for all Christendom, including Roman Catholics.

Such fears, I feil, are premature. Theoretically and spiritually^ here
is no reason why the Homan Catholic Church should not be admitted to the World
Council of Churches, but only if it would be willing to accept the terms of s uch
membership. This would mean that it would have to abandon its claim to supremacy
over all the other churches. For in the W.C.C. all churches meet as equals. They
acknowledge no Pope or Patriarch as Head, Jesus Christ is the only Head of the
Church, say the churches in the W.C.C. Rome is not yet ready to make that confession,
and is therefore not yet ready for membership in the World Council of Churches.

Z, Relations with Eastern Orthodoxy« Criticisms of the W.C.C. which
center about its relations with the Orthodox Churches are far more valid then those
pertaining to its relations with Rome, for the Orthodox Churches—all fourteen of
them--are actual members of the World Council.
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Curiously, criticisms of this relationship oome from two opposite
directi ns* Liberals have strongly criticised Orthodox membership in the .^GC

because it has laade that body "Uieologioally and socially more conservative.

The Orthodox Jhurohes accept lx>th the i^icene and Chalcedonian Jreods which are
too conservative for liberals* Bat at the same tide, conservatives criticize
Ortiwdox membership in the G.G. for bringing Orthodox n rsticiani into the
Gcnmoil, and for opening the W. C. G. to possible o mist infiltration through
the strong liuasian Orthodox Church delegation.

Ihere is an element of truth in both criticisms. Sastem Orthodox
strength in the Gaunoll has destroyed the h^eaorjy of liberal estem theologians
who had oontroll6d the V/. C. C. That tody is now a mdi aore representative,
balanced organization of the world* s churches. It can no longer b© captured by
any one* single e fer^astieal vi :point. This means it is no longer traditiorw
aLLy liberal in theology* But it also means that it is no longer as anti-
comnamist as it may have be®n before the raisslwa Ortbodocf CJhorah joined itf

for that cduirch is still to somo ct it mmist controlled, The W, G,G,,

therefor©, is neither prO_co inict nor ccnmonist • It is ar* iD.clxitdve

Christian body representing all churdies* ijhether inside or outside the iron
curtain* tdiidi confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savour,

3* “dilationg with Libeor^.l Protegrtantisn, One of the iaost oonsrson

critidsns heard In Korea against the liorld Council of ilwrc ins Is hat it is
theologically liberal. If that was qvqt true, it is not truo non, snd it
is not alone the Influtsice of the Ortho c? k Churches x^hiiah has changed the
picture.

oiiH^r official theology ^ich the 30 has is its Bacir. of Memberdiip#
arad this creedal basis is the tery opposite of lihoral. It is orthodox, eirazigeli^

cal* Christ-g itered* trinitairian and Biblical, sorf^over, th<i lAs;torioal develop-
ment of this areeclal B£.sis seeras to Indicate that til UGG is s idiLy gi*owing

more ind nore conservative rather than liberal th©ologicall r*

In 19^8 xiien the iOG vas founded at Ansterdaa it adopted a very minimal
creedal statement as its basis of membersiiip. All member drarohes were rsquired
to "aceopt Jesus dirist as God and Saviour' For a number of years the VvGC

refused to listen to evargelical theologians ?f?ked for a re explicit
stated rt. At 1 it, in i960 the voice of t.ho ©'-aj)gcL

J

lcaJ. uinc of the ecomenical
raoveraant v,a3 hoard end four i porbarrt wore ?iade in the oriidaal Da^Ls,
(1) Ihe word 1 confess* was substituted for • accept* as bedne nore decisive*
(2) jtte definite and eKClusive article •the* replaced the vague #our# before
•Lord Jesus A-dzst. ( 3 ) The authority of the BiliLe uas recognized as the * basis
of the basis' the addition of the phrase •acaordint; to the Scriptures”, And
(4) the Tl'initai'iaii oliaractei' of the tiasis was darlfiod tlie introduction of
the fornula *the one God# Father, Son and Holy Spirit" • nm creod is a
defeat for the liberals* It reads nThe V rid noiuicil of ^hurclies is a fellow-
ship ox lurches t4iich ccuCcsg the Loi'd Jesus Otirlsl as God end Saviour » aooording
to the Coriptures, and thei c^Tore sesk ftlfill tlisir cour^on caHing to the glory
of tha one God, Fatlier, Son and Holy Spirit. n

4. /relationship i4th Gons ”ative Protestantism, It 'tJould

00 "to ta.'j
1, to dain tdif.t the 1*. G. C. is iiow co lately ooruservative and

evangaLitial in its "theological position, however* It is a very widely
representative Cknmcil of many different kinds of churches, s e liberal and— .6iT Vir



some conservative. The very in^x>rtant Central Committee of the W. C« C. is oonw

posed of one hundred menbera. Dioir denominational affiliation gives some clue

to the diverse theological pattern of the organization. There are 75 Protestants

and 1? Orthodox churchmen on the Gonnlttoe, Of the 75 Protestants, 16 are
Luttieran, 15 are Prestj^terian, 12 Anglican, 11 Methodist, 10 from United
<2rurches, 5 Baptists, 4 CJongr ational, and one or two others* The QCTieral

Secretaiy# as you all know, is a United Presbyterian*

But though the thoAOgi 1 and denominational pattern is very bi'oad

and diverse, the trend seems to be in the directiOTi of a nore conservative
position# The W. J. G. is actively seeking more conservative churdies fbr member-
ship, At th^ Thizr? A^senbly in ew elhi in 1961 the first two Pentecostal
ohurahes to joir the

'

‘ ,0•(. were v loomed into the body. One of the leaders
in urgir more cHaiogjre between th« W.G.G. and consrvatives has been Dr, John
Goventry SRith, the General Secretary of ray cnm Bosunl of Foreign Missions
(GC> /, pna lis er basis iias further reenforoed vjher he was
elected one of the six new Presidents of the Vtorld Bflunsil of GhurAes,

boliQfve there is a barl^it future l*or the W. G, 0. wHi is pertiaps

^rmboli ea ty a curious fact ccmceEpning the meetings at Uppsala, Throe is
hardly any darkness there at all. Sweden, as you kno% is the "land of the
midnight sunH

. p. Smith wrote me that it is still bright as day at 10 p.nu»
and the am is Shining brightly a^alrj ?t Pi JO in the Tr? rning. So it is vdth
tiie W»C.G. Thece are still shadows and questions about its nature snd purpose*
}3ut the light is steadily increasing. Let ns pray that it vill. stand faim
on its evangelical Basdp, and that strong, coTindtted evangelical chnrc es
will be found willing to take a more active share in its leaderrfiip, for
our Lord and Saviour Jesaa Christ#

— Ssnuel Hugh floffett

Seoul, Korea
Aug. 1, 1968
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APPENDIX C

CHRISTIAN POPULATIONS OF ASIA

Total
Population

in
Millions*

Annual
Rate of

Population
Growth

No. of No. of
Protestants^ Catholics

Christian
Percentage
of Total

Population

fotcl

( CWtisT
1 .

ani

Asia (excluding
SW Asia)

2,167 2.1 22,633,472 56,861,316 .0367 1

Middle South Asia

!. Afghanistan
2. Bangladesh

19.3
73.7

2.5
1.7

Possibly less than tea
135.000 110.000 .003 i co

3. Bhutan 1.2 2.3 200IH 0
4. India 613.12 2.4 5.100.000 7.700.000 .026 (1971) n.ioo t> 0

1,400,000
Syrian Christians i

5. Maidive Islands 0.1 2.0 Possibly less than fifty

ITXepal
—

12.6 2.2 450(?) 1973 m
7. Pakistan 70.6 —J.l 533.500 360.000 .0134- 0973)
3. Slklam 0.2 2.0 _ 1,500 .0075 (1970 neii

r
oo

9. Sri Lanka 14.0 2.2 103.500 883.111 .076 (197 "
(Ceylon)

Southeast Asia

10. Burma

324

29.8

2.7

2.3 671.000 252.000 .03 913 c
1 1. Brunei

_ .145 860 3^140 00
12. Indonesia 116 2.6 8.104.000 2.575.474 .09 (1 1) fo.
13. Khmer Republic 8.1— 3.0 5.000 (1975) 20.000C?) .003 C197 ) 1V

;
00

(Cambodia
14. Laos 3.3 2.2 10.000 32.000 .014 (1970) m.ooo
15. Malaysia 12.1 2.9 247.000 359.000 .05 (1972) boo

East Malaysia
West Malaysia

16. Philippines 44.4 3.3

197,000 171,000
50.000 188,000

1.443.000 40.000.000(?)

.195

.019

.033 Protestant l.MV3,i»oc>

17. Singapore 1.6 160.000 80.0004-
(1 70T

.078 (1973)
18. Thailand 42A 3J

_

38.000 167.194 .005 (1972)
—

wi.
19. Vietnam, North

^Dem. Rep. of)
2 . Vietnam, South

23.8 2.4
—

10,000 (est.) 1,000,000

—

(19751 „
1, ,

C 0

19.7 1.8 154.000 1.900,000 .105 (1572 ) i
East—Asia

21. China (People’s
Rep. of)
Tibet

T, 0
~

799.3
1.6

1.7

outside borders
|oo

22. Hong Kong 4.5 2.4
70)

179,434 252.937 (1972) 'ill.lV
23. Japan —

r

7
—

Y71
—

722,742 T43T0UU~
(24,000

Orthodox) .

.Dl (1572)
>0

24. Korea, North
(Dem. People’s
Rep. of)

15.9 2.6 ? ?

25. Korea, South
(Rep. of)

33.9 2.0 3,214,454 839,711 • .123 (incl. sects,

1970-71)
itr

26. .Mongolia n 10 Perhaps not one family (?)
~TT. Timan (Rep.

of China)
16.0 1.9 490,000 310,000 .05V JJ77TH

—
yoo

Other

28. Papua New
Guinea

2.7 2.4 ^ 1,312,752 671,449 .932 (1966)

29. Overseas Chinese
(Scattered in
Asia, excl.
China, Taiwan)

500,000 400,000 .06 (1971, est.) 9>

•Statistics from the 1975 World Population Data Sheet (Washington, D.C. : Population Reference
Bureau).

tThese totals were compiled from the studies and statistical surveys made for this volume and are

probably more accurate than the usual generalities.—Ed.
tAglipayan Christians, a split from the Roman Catholic Church, possibly number between one and

two million.
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STATUS OF CHRISTTANnY
COUISTTRY PROFILE

THE WORLD

imRODUCTI(JN

This pub lication is a summary of selected avail-
able information on the stcrtus of Christianity in
the world. Its purpose is to provide a brief over-
view of the global si'buation and context of the
Christian faith and to suggest some of the trends
that should be of concern to Christians of all
nations . The emphasis of the material is on Pr t-
estant Christianity but relevant information on
other Christian traditions is included where
aoai Zable

.

As the Church sees herself and the world which sur-
rounds her more clearly^ it is hoped that improved
cornmunication will result that wilt encourage
Christians toward the common goal of proclaiming
Christ to dll men. There ar*e millions upon mil-
lions of people in the world who have had little
or no contact with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Within eae/z country there may be unique groups of
such unrGaeh^d peoples . This publication tries to
suggest some of the larger such groups from a world
perspective

.

UNREACHED PEOPLES

Non-Christians comprise about 70% of the world’s
population. These people are found in every na-
tion, although more concentrated in some nations
than in others. There are more than two dozen na-
tions , with 24% of the world 1

s people, which are
less than 1% Christian (’’Christian’’ referring to
adherents of the several traditions of historical
Biblical Christianity, including Protestants

,

Roman Catholics , Eastern Orthodox, Anglicans).

Most of these non-Christ an people are found in
nations of North Africa, the Middle East and
south and east Asia. These are nations where an-
other religion is predominant. Within most of
these nations , there may be ’’pockets’’ of Chris-
tians , often found within specific ethnic, lan-
guage, social or occupational groups

.

There are three large groups of non-Christian peo-

ple which comprise a significant proportion of the

world 1

s population. These, are Moslems , Hindus

,

and Chinese. Relatively few Christians are found

among these people. Together, these three groups

total about two billion people and they continue

to grow. Missions historian Dr. Ralph Winter

writes, ’’The number of people yet to be won in

Africa and Asia has more than doubled since 1900

and will be more than tripled by the end of the

century.’’ Most members of these groups are not
accessible to direct Christian witness , either be-
cause of political or cultural restrictions . One

recent study of 860 tribes throughout Africa re-
vealed that 213 were completely or heavily Moslem
with virtually no Christian influence, while 236

others were still largely unevangelized . These
tribes represented about 13% of the entire popula-
tion of the continent . Peoples of many nations
who practice animism, spiritism and traditional
religions certainly total more than 200 million

.

Another distinct non-Christian group are followers
of Judaism. There are about 14 . 2 million Jews in

the world
,
42% of whom are found in the United

States . Other large Jewish populations are found
in the Soviet Union, Israel, France ,

Argentina,
Great Britain, and Canada

.

ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE OF

CHRISTIANS BY CONTINENT

PERCENT OF TOTAL POPULATION

Prepared for the INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON WORLD EVANGE ZATION, Lausanne, July 1974

TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR

TO HEAL THE BROKENHEARTED TO PREACH DELIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES

AND RECOVERING OF SIGHT TO THE B MD TO SET AT BERTY THEM THAT ARE BRUISED

LAUSANNE



There are two other large, less distinct groups

.

The first is made up of those persons who
,
essen-

tially, practice no particular religious faith and
who might be termed secularists . These are found
most often in the more developed nations and among
the more educated or affluent . Nominal Christians
are another large group . As Dr. Winter also
points out ,

’’Winning people to Christ in Europe
and America. . .where most people consider them-
selves Christians

, is not a problem to be ig-
nored . Every new generation has to be reevangel-
ized ,

and hollow, nominal Christianity is a mass-
ve, urgent problem, even in the so-called mission
lands, where unevangelized second and third-gener-
ation Christians are as nominal as the average
citizen of the Western world.’’

CURRENT STATUS OF CHRISTIANITY

Numerically, adherents to the Christian faith com-
prise about 28% of the total world’s population.
Whether this percentage is increasing or decreasing
is disputed , but even the most optimistic estimates
show only about one-third of the world’s people as

Christian by the year 2000. However , Christians
are found in most nations and among major groupings
of people of the earth. Socially and geographical-
ly, if not numerically, Christianity approaches
being a ’’universal" faith.

The total number of Christians is estimated at

about 1.1 billion. Of the major traditions of

Christianity ,
Roman Catholics total about 660 mil-

lion; Protestants and Anglicans number over 320
million; and the Orthodox churches claim about

130 million. The 1.1 billion total compares with

an estimated 460 million Christians in the world
in 1900 , or not quite 29% of the total population
at that time.

The growth and dynamic of Christianity have varied
in different parts of the world . Christianity in

Latin America and sub-Saharan Africa has shown
substantial vigor in recent years . Asia still
has a small Christian presence although the Church
seems to be showing vitality in some areas

.

Europe has a pervasive Christian tradition but
shows only a little spiritual dynamic . North
America shows a mixed picture.

AFRICA

In Africa, the Church seems to be showing vigor
and growth in the midst of a continent of great di-
versity and change. But this vigor and growth are
found only in nations south of the Sahara Desert;
the Moslem religion continues to hold the strong
allegiance of the peoples of the northern third of

the continent and Christians there are few and
churches are small.

South of the Sahara, however , the number of Chris-
tians is apparently growing rapidly. Their total
number is conservatively estimated at about 91 mil-
lion adherents , or about 30% of the continent's
population. If present growth continues , by the

year 2000, Christians (of all traditions , including
African Independent) may comprise more than half
of those living south of the Sahara.

This vigor in the African Church is also illustia-
ted by the extensive evangelistic programs carried
on in recent years. Over 20 African nations
have so far held country-wide evangelism programs
(such as New Life For All) • A West Africa Congress
on Evangelism was held in 1968. South Africa held
a Congress on Evangelism in 1973. More localized
programs have been held in many areas . Revival
movements have been observed in places such as cen-
tral and eastern Nigeria, southwestern Ethiopia,
and in East Africa. The East African Revival
movement has continued for 40 years.

This religious dynamism has also been expressed in
the schismatic and breakaway churches that have
come from more traditional Christian bodies, as
well as those originating independently. In South
Africa alone, there are estimated to be about 3,000
separatist church bodies with almost three million
followers . Missions researcher Dr. David Barrett
estimates 5-6,000 such bodies throughout the conti-
nent . These churches have arisen from a variety
of causes including rebellion against European
control, a desire to create a distinct African
form of Christianity

, impatience with imported
forms of worship

, the ambitions of some leaders,
an appeal to the emotions and confidence in faith
healing . Whatever the reasons

, these African In-
dependent Churches (as they are often designated)
constitute a significant element in the religious
dynamics of the continent

.

Churches and missions also face obstacles as well
as opportunities. Church groups and some foreign
missions have been restricted or banned from some
African nations and individual missionaries and
churchmen have been expelled from several coun-
tries . Reasons are varied but are often related
to struggles for political control by the govern-
ments involved. The political currents in Africa
involving assertive nationalism, religious domi-
nance, continued tribalism and racial separation
have not left churches and missions untouched and
are cause for anguish and concern for many

.

ASIA

In this largest and most populous continental area,

Christians have never been more than a small minor-
ity and do not now exceed 2 or 3% of the total
population. Protestant Christians are an even
smaller number. In some countries

,
however, because

of their education and social positions , Christians
often are more influential than mere numbers would
indicate. Christians constitute at least 10% of

the populations of South Korea, South Vietnam, and

Indonesia, and more than 80% of the population of

the Philippines.

Responsiveness to the Christian faith has been dra-

matic in some parts of Asia. The history of the

Church in Korea has several examples . What was re-



ported to be the largest evangelistic meeting in
history took place in Seoul, Korea in 1973, when
over one million persons came together. Movements
by thousands of people to Christianity took place
in parts of Indonesia during the 1960*s. Cambodia,
almost entirely Buddhist , has seen thousands ex-
press interest in Christianity in recent months

.

Tribal peoples and refugees have often been par-
ticularly receptive to the proclamation of the
Gospel. In Nagaland State in northeast India, for
example, ministry by Baptist churches and missions
has resulted in a Naga population that is predomi-
nantly Christian, although India as a whole is

less than 3% Christian. On Taiwan, mountain
tribespeople have been significantly more respon-
sive to the Gospel than have the majority Chinese

.

There are barriers and difficulties also. Many
predominantly Moslem and some militant Buddhist
and Hindu areas are closed or restrictive to Chris-
tian presence. Governmental policies of some na-
tions have barred missionaries and minim zed or
virtually eliminated church activities . Over 840
million Asians live in countries which do not
allow an organized Christian presence, most of

these being in mainland China. China, with over
20% of the world’s people, has been an area of

special concern to Christians . The anti-religious
policies of the government do not seem to be
modified , despite increased contacts with other
nations, and the existence of two or three open
church buildings

.

EUROPE

Europe, the second most populous continent , is

largely ’’Christianized,” reflecting the long his-
tory of Christian Church presence. However, many
persons are considered nominal in their faith and
church attendance is low in many European nations

.

Secularism, humanism, and general indifference to

religious beliefs are reported from many coun-
tries. Missions historian J. Herbert Kane writes

,

"Today Europe is fast becoming de-Christianized

.

It can no longer be regarded as a Christian conti-
nent .

M A popular news magazine defined the Chris-
tian task in Europe thusly : ’’In Western Europe

,

church leaders wonder how to evangelize post-
Christian pagans for whom towering cathedrals are
museums rather than centers of living faith. n

Bishop Stephen Neill, missionary and church his-
torian, wrote:

"In the 20th century the question arises
whether Europe itself should not be regarded
as a mission field. ".The situation in
Europe in the 20th century is much less
favorable to Christianity than it was in the
19th.

n

Neill goes on to note that the situation is differ-
ent in Europe from in other areas since ’’There is

a great deal of residual Christianity.’’ Much of
the population has been baptized. Many children
are sent to church, and religious instruction in
the schools is favored. Christ an worship and in-
struction are largely available (if unused) . As
Neill says , ’’All this makes the task of the Chris-

tian witness more difficult than in a non-Christian
country; it does mean that the task is not exactly
the same task.

Europe is still a major missionary sending region,
providing the majority of Roman Catholic mission-
aries and at least one-fourth of the world’s
Protestant missionaries . ’’State churches 1

' are
found in several nations although the relation-
ships with national governments are being re-
examined in some cases . The communist-dominated
Eastern European nations are not completely closed
to the impact of Christianity, and established
churches are permitted to remain in most of the
countries . Even in the Soviet Union, almost one
quarter of the population are considered to be
affiliated with Christian churches (primarily the
Russian Orthodox Church) . Christian broadcasting
continues to bypass political barriers, and Bible
distribution and translation efforts are increasing
in most of these nations . The United Bible So-
cieties report over 1.4 million Scriptures distrib-
uted through their channels alone in Eastern Europe
in 1970-73, and recognized Bible work or formal
distribution efforts are underway in every Eastern
European nation with the exception of Albania.

Evangelistic programs are often local zed although
some regional efforts have taken place, such as

the EURO 1 70 campaign of Billy Graham which was
broadcast across most of Europe. Major evangelis-
tic efforts have been carried out in Great Britain,
and congresses on evangelism have been held in
Finland and Spain. A European Congress on Evan-

gel sm in 1971 also served to spark increased
interest in evangelistic programs

.

LATIN AMERICA

In Latin America, the long presence of the Roman
Catholic Church has meant that most citizens of

Latin American nations think of themselves as

Catholics . The number of Catholics active in

their church is small, however . Catholic sociol-
ogists have even suggested that the Christianity
of many Latin American Catholics is mixed with
ideas and practices of non-Christian beliefs and
that the majority of these Catholics could be
properly described as ’’Christo-pagan." The Catho-
lic Church still exerts significant influence
throughout much of Latin America, both through its

church structure and through other institutions

,

such as schools . In recent years
,
the Church, too

,

has seen renewal movements and increased interest
in Scripture reading.

There is a rapidly growing Protestantism in many
parts of Latin America which is now estimated to

include about 10% of the population of the region.

In Brazil , the largest nation in the area, Protes-
tants (called nevangelicals'*) have been growing in
numbers at three times the rate of the population
as a whole, and the Protestant population of

Brazil represents about 65% of all Protestants in

Latin America.

Both Protestant and Catholic Christianity in Latin
America are facing challenges and opportunities.



These include the pressures of rapid urbanization
and modernization among diverse peoples

,
as well

as revival ,
renewal and radical movements within

church structures . Latin America has also been

the origin of two significant developments in

church extension: the evangelism-in-depth pro-

gram, and theological education by extension.

MIDDLE EAST

The Middle East is the crossroads of world reli-

gions and the birthplace of the Christian faith.

In the midst of surrounding Islam, Christianity is

regarded as a foreign element and conversion to it

is considered disloyal to both the nation and the

Moslem religion. Churches tend to be generally
small, conservative , inward looking, and bound by
tradition. Rev. Salim Sahiouny , in his paper to

the 1966 Berlin Congress on Evangelism, wrote:

•Christians of all kinds (Orthodox , Catholic

,

Protestant) comprise less than 5% of this

total population [of the Middle East] • •

•

Protestants (Evangel cals) are a small

fraction of this Christian community".
Generally speaking, it is fair to say that

the Church of the Arab Middle East is in-

ward looking, concerned primarily with self-

preservation. ’’

However , the churches of the Middle East can look
to a long and distinguished history and today rep-
resent a diversity of communions : Eastern (Byzan-
tine) Orthodox, Assyrian Church of the East
(Nestorian) , Oriental (non-Chalcedonian) Orthodox,
Eastern-rite Catholic (Uniate) , and various Prot-
estant and Anglican bodies

.

Most of the converts to Protestantism are not from
Islam but from the Eastern churches which claim the

membership of the vast majority of Christians in

the Middle East . Most of the effective ministries
by Christians in this region have been institution-
al ones such as schools and hospitals , with open
evangelistic work being done largely on a one-to-
one basis, or through literature and broadcasting.

NORTH AMERICA (U.S.A. and Canada)

North America is also a largely ’’Christian’’ conti-
nent , although much nominality is reported and

church attendance in many areas has been declining.
According to a Gallup Poll, adult church atten-
dance (of all communions) in the United States
during 1973 remains at 40% . This reflects a de-
cline observed for more than 12 years . In addi-
tion, Roman Catholic and several major Protestant
denominations have been experiencing declines in
membership

.

Total Christian church community (those who claim
affiliation with a specific church) in the U. S. is

123 million . This includes over 200 denominations
of all faiths and traditions and represents about
60% of the total population. This is little
changed from the previous year and still fails to

keep pace with the rate of population growth. Ro-

man Catholics totalled 48 . 5 million, Protestants
numbered about 70 million, and Eastern Orthodox
churches reported about 3.7 million adherents . In
Canada , the inclusive church community is about
13 million, or 64% of the nation's population.

In contrast to this seemingly pessimistic picture

,

recent years have also seen increasing vigor in
North American Christianity , both within and out-
side traditional denominations , with renewal
movements and reorganizations taking place within
church structures . This new dynamic has been par-
ticularly evident among younger people and in-
cludes lay renewal efforts , charismatic movements,
and the appearance of "Jesus people. n The trans-
denominat ional evangelistic movement , KEY '73,

was also evidence of more interest and dynamic
among structured aspects of North American Chris-
tainity, although its impact was uneven . Careful
surveys of denominational church members have re-
vealed a continuing concern for , and commitment
to, the basic historic Christian beliefs and to

the spiritual ministry of the organized church.

OCEANIA AND AUSTRALASIA

Oceania and Australasia, with 21 million people,
encompass diverse cultures scattered across the
Pacific Ocean. The peoples of many of the island
groups are largely Christian, the result of evan-
gelization by missionaries and other islanders
during the 19th and early 20th centuries . The
growth of Christianity in the islands has been
substantial in recent decades , almost tripling
from the 1930* s to the 1950’s. Protestants are
predominant

,
nearly twice as numerous as Roman

Catholics . Continuing challenges include train-
ing sufficient national leaders , countering

syncretism from tribal religions
, and penetrat-

ing remote jungle regions to contact unreached
tribes . Remote tribespeople of some areas
are still a challenge to pioneer missions

,
partic-

ularly in the interior areas of New Guinea and
surrounding islands. Churches and missions from
Australia and New Zealand have been particularly
active in the missionary work in Oceania.

Christians in Australia constitute about 86% of

the population, although growing secularization is

reported (as reflected in census returns on re-
ligious affiliations) . The Church of England is

the largest church body although most major denomi-
nations and traditions are represented. Chris-
tianity in neighboring New Zealand also reflects
its British heritage , with the Church of England
and the Presbyterian Church accounting for about
two-thirds of the church membership

.

FOREIGN MISSIONS

The missionary character of Christianity is evi-

denced by its large cross-cultural missionary
force, totalling perhaps over 200,000 persons from

all communions and traditions . Most nations

,

tribes and language groups have been influenced
to some extent by these ambassadors of the Gospel.



Protestant missionaries are estimated to total

about 50-55,000, from more than 50 nations . Of

this number, 65 to 70% come from North America
(U.S.A. and Canada) and in 1972-73 , 35,000 North
American Protestant missionaries were serving in

158 other countries from over 580 agencies . The

total number of North American career missionaries
showed less than a 2% increase over 1969 , and

still below the peak reached in 1967 . However

,

there is a rapidly growing short-term missionary
force already several thousand strong

.

Protestant missionaries from areas other than

North America are estimated to total between
15-20,000. The United Kingdom reported over 5,000
Protestant missionaries in 1972 , the second larg-

est national force. Other nations with large
Protestant overseas missionary staffs include Aus-
tralia, Sweden , West Germany , Norway , South Africa
and Switzerland . In recent years there has been
a slowly growing number of missionaries from the

churches of Africa, Asia and Latin America. A
1972 survey identified over 200 cross-cultural
missionary agencies in these regions with about
3,400 missionaries . Of the more than 40 different
countries that reported sending missionaries

,

those with the most mission societies included
Japan, Brazil , India, the Philippines , South Korea
and Hong Kong . The growth of this force further
demonstrates the universal missionary vision of
the Christian Church.

Roman Catholic missionaries are estimated to num-
ber 152,000 priests, brothers and nuns (although

the definition of "missionary” is not exactly com-

parable) . Of this number , about 12,000 are from

North America, and the majority are from Europe.

As with the Protestant missionary force from North

America, there has been a decline in numbers of

Roman Catholic missionaries from North America in

recent years

.

The geographic distribution of these missionaries
varies (see table below) . Of the North American
contingent , about one-third of the Protestant
force and 46% of the Roman Catholic staff are
found in Latin America . Asia is second in number
of missionaries received , with 30% of the Protes-
tants and 27% of the Roman Catholics . Countries
receiving the most Protestant missionaries from
North America include Brazil , Japan, Mexico, India

,

and the Philippines . Areas receiving Protestant
missionaries from churches in Africa, Asia and
Latin America include most Latin American nations

,

and those in south and southeast Asia , and south-
ern and central Africa. Missionaries from these
area tend generally to go to other nations in
their same continent or, in a few cases , to emi-
grant populations of their own culture on other
continents

.

Political changes and governmental restrictions
have closed some areas of the world to resident
missionary presence while opening other areas . At
present

, at least one-fourth of the world’s people
live in countries that are not accessible to mis-
sionaries .

SAMPLE DISTRIBUTIONS OF OVERSEAS MISSION PERSONNEL, 1972

Population, British

1972 No. American Protestant "Third World"
(millions) Protestant and Anglican Protestant

Africa 364 (10%) 7,671 (27%) 2,268 (42%) 1,012 (30%)

Asia 2,154 (61%) 8,700 (30%) 1,566 (29%) 1,126 (33%)

Europe (& USSR) 717 (20%) 1,871 (7%) 648 (12%) 0

Latin America 300 (8.5%) 9,592 (33%) 648 (12%) 820 (24%)

Oceania 20 (0.5%) 860 (3%) 270 (5%) see Asia

’’Western" nations
(USA, Canada, N. Z.) — 453 (13%)

Total* 3,555 (100%) 28,761 (100%) 5,400 (100%) 3,411 (100%)

Totals for whom of service was reported



MAJOR CHRISTIAN PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

EVANGELISM

Churches and missions are engaged in numerous

activities and programs touching many aspects of

human life, so the activity of the Church must also

be viewed functionally as well as ecclesiastically

or geographically. For example, in the area of

mass and saturation evangelism, much effort contin-

ues in mass crusades , evangelism- in-depth programs

,

and congresses on evangelism. The Reverend Billy

Graham is a notable example of an evangelist who

has used mass evangelism crusades extensively
,
as

well as television, radio and literature . In 20

years of ministry, he is reported to have preached

to over 43 million people in crusades and rallies

,

and his organization f

s magazine has a circulation
of over four million. Individual evangelists of

many nations continue to bring Christianity to

the attention of millions of people, and are aided

by extensive use of mass media.

The evangelism-in-depth concept of church-based
cooperative evangelistic and training programs
penetrating an area or country "in depth" was
originated and developed by the Latin America
Mission and its pilot program in Nicaragua in

1960 . Since then, more than a dozen nation
or area-wide programs have been conducted in

Latin America. Similar efforts in Africa and
Asia have been carried out by other organizations
and under different names

.

Congresses on evangelism, bringing together church
leaders and laymen to consider evangelistic strate-
gies and programs were given impetus in recent
years by the Berlin Congress on Evangelism held in

1966 . Since then, more than a dozen regional and
national congresses have been held in most parts
of the world, and the 1974 International Congress
on World Evangelization is seen as giving new em-
phasis and focus to evangelism on a worldwide
scale.

Many churches and missions are active in evange-

lism through person- to-person witness and small

groups , as well as through larger groups and with

media.

BROADCASTING

Radio and television broadcasts are widely used by

churches and missions in many countries . The in-

creasing number of receivers (especially transis-

torized radios) means that more and more people

are potentially able to hear Christian programs

.

However , this also means that secular programs com-

pete strongly for the attention of listeners

.

Christian programs may be broadcast through one of
three basic outlets

: government-operated stations

,

secular stations, or Christian stations. In some
countries, the government controls the broadcast

systems and all programs roust have government ap-
proval. In several nations, notably in Africa,
this arrangement is used satisfactorily. In many
countries

, private companies may own and operate
stations and sell broadcast time to whomever will
pay for it. Other countries have stations which
are operated by national Christians or by foreign
missionary agencies and these stations have exclu-
sively Christian programs

.

There are over 40 stations around the world found-
ed or operated by Protestant missionary agencies

,

and with transmissions that reach almost every
corner of the globe. Radio networks , such as Far
East Broadcasting Company and Trans World Radio,
cover vast sections of the earth with their broad-
casts . The use of television for Christian pro-
grams is still limited although Christian tele-
vision is being done on every continent

.

In support of these stations are a larger number
of recording studios where programs are prepared
and recorded for broadcast . Some of these studios
(and the stations as well) also conduct technical
training for Christians who desire to learn broad-
casting skills

.

LITERATURE

Literature has long been a major tool used by
churches and missions throughout the world . Mil-
lions of pieces of Christian literature are pro-
duced each year, ranging from tracts and pamphlets
to books and multi-volume sets . Devotional
materials , biographies , theological studies

,

Bible study aids , magazines , newspapers
,
popular

fiction and non-fiction are but a few examples of
the variety of Christian materials being produced.

Christian publishing houses are found in many coun-
tries . However , the amount published is limited
in some countries because importing of paper is

restricted and costs are high. In many nations

,

the training of writers and editors is another
factor which limits the production of quality
Christian literature

.

However
, at best , only about half of the world f

s

people can read or write . There are perhaps two

billion people who cannot obtain specifically
Christ an literature (as in some Communist and
Moslem nations) or who are simply non-readers
(even though they may be literate) . The number
of persons in the world who actively read has
been estimated at as low as 250 mill on. This
suggests a large and growing audience for non-
printed Christian communication , such as cassettes

,

songs
, and visuals of various kinds

.

The United Nations estimates that the number of

people who can read and write has grown by 600

mill on since 1950 . Meeting the needs of the new-
ly literate populations is a large task and some
Christ an agencies are special zing in this
ministry.



BIBLE TRANSLATION AND DISTRIBUTION

Another significant activity of churches and mis-

sions has been the translation and distribution of

the Bible in many languages and nations . The

United Bible Societies reported for 1973 that at

least one complete book of the Bible had been
translated into 1,526 languages or dialects spo-

ken by over 97% of the world's people. The entire

Bible has been published in 255 languages and the

New Testament in 359 more. Worldwide distribution

through the Bible societies (exclusive of commer-

cial publishers) was more than 2A9 million pieces

in 1973, a 14% increase over 1972. There are es-

timated to be as many as 2,000 other languages and

dialects , spoken by slightly more than 2% of the

world’s people, which do not yet have at least

some portion of Scripture published

.

Agencies such as Wyclif f e Bible Translators and

the Bible societies are working to provide at

least some portion of Scripture in those languages

which do not presently have any translation.

Other agencies , such as Gospel Recordings , are

seeking to provide recordings of Scripture por-

tions in languages which have no written Scrip-

tures . Even in languages which now have the

Bible available, efforts are being made to produce

popular or modern- language versions . More than 50

of the world 1

s major languages now have common-

language translations of Scriptures . New atten-

tion is also being given to the developing of

native-language translators as a way of making

translations more effective for the readers

.

EDUCATION

Theological education and training of church lead-

ers , especially in areas of rapid church growth

,

is a critical problem compounded by lack of teach-

ers , facilities and instructional materials . The

number of institutions for such education certain-

ly runs into the thousands . The U.S.A. alone has

about 600 Catholic and Protestant seminary- level

schools . A recent directory of Protestant mis-

sion-related educational institutions outside

North America listed over 500, including schools

offering varying levels of theological instruction.

The recent and rapid growth of theological educa-

tion by extension (TEE) has provided a reasonable

alternative to the in-residence courses of many
schools and widened the opportunities for educa-
tion for many church leaders in Africa, Asia and
Latin America . There are estimated to be over 130
TEE centers around the world , with a total enroll-
ment by 1973 of more than 20,000.

In general Christian education , Protestant and
Catholic churches and missions in many countries
have been primarily responsible for the establish-
ng and operating of schools . Although more and

more governments are taking charge of the national
schools , church-related schools are still a sig-
nif cant part of the educational systems in many
nations.

The above are but examples . Major ministries are
also carried out by churches and missions in medi-
cine, education, community development , childcare,
emergency relief , and in many other aspects of

caring for people.

THE WORLD AND ITS PEOPLE

The world that confronts the Christian Church is

complex and changing . Men circling the globe in
space stations observe lands still occupied by
primitive peoples who live in the Stone Age

.

There are over 200 countries and territories , and
over 3,000 different languages and dialects . The
best that may be said is that there are no quick
or simple solutions to global human problems , nor
is the process of communicating ideas to these
people an easy one

.

There are over 3.9 billion people, increasing
by 76 million per year, and projected to reach
7 billion by the year 2000 . If the present
growth rate continued, in less than 130 years

,

there would be 70 billion people. Yet the world
cannot sustain 70 billion people ,

or even half that

number , and the spectre of a catastrophic forced
reduction in population in the next half century is
receiving increased and concerned attention.

Not only are the world* s people rapidly increasing;
they are also unevenly distributed . Half of the
world 1

s people are in Asia alone . They are also
becoming more urban, moving to cities and towns

,

crowding in with millions of their fellows . In
1970 nearly 39% of the world 1

s people lived in ur-
ban places . By A.D. 2000, this percentage may be
50 to 60%. In the United States , the urban por-
tion of the population is already 75%. This urban-
izing is a fact with significant implications to

the types and forms of the Church* s ministries

.

The world 1
s wealth is also unequally distributed,

another fact which has significant implications
for the Church and which must pose serious ques-
tions to the individual Christian. On a global
basis, the average income in developing nations
per year is about $180 , while the average yearly
income per person in developed countries is about
$2,400. In the U.S.A. alone, the average income
per person is over $4 , 100 . North American church-

es , in 1972, reported a total income of over

$4 . 6 billion.

General standards of living are also unequally dis-
tributed • The conditions of human need and depri-
vation follow a similar pattern throughout the
nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America -- the
nations with the most people have the most prob-
lems and are least able to effectively cope with
them. All of this must challenge concerned Chris-
tians .



THE FUTURE

The future that the world faces is pictured from
optimistic to deeply pessimistic by different ob-

servers . In broad outline there will be more
changes happening more rapidly and spreading more
widely around the globe. The continuing growth
and increase of many factors , such as population,
technology, pollution, and industrialization may
reach certain limits in the century ahead . Man-
kind may have to take some drastic voluntary steps
to improve the quality of life or be faced with
disastrous consequences

.

Assuming that many of these present trends contin-
ue (which they may not do) , the center of active
Christianity appears to be shifting toward the
southern hemisphere, at least in terms of numeri-
cal strength of Christian churches . Meanwhile,
the bulk of material wealth of organized Christen-
dom will probably remain in the northern hemis-
phere ,

particularly among the developed nations

.

Persons who are not included within the Christian
faith now represent about two-thirds of the world’s
population. Whether the percentage of non-Chris-
tians in the world will decrease significantly in

the next 50 years is disputed by those who have
studied the available data. Certainly, the abso-
lute number of non-Christians should increase in

the decades ahead.

The Church must also face its own internal ten-

sions of theological polarizations and debates
over emphases of ministry, reforming of structures

,

and the continual struggle to be truly God 1

s n—

strument . In many areas, there are untrained
church leaders , uneducated or illiterate church
members , and divided loyalties over national,
tribal and denominational allegiances. Mission-
aries face restrictions or prohibition in some
areas; they also face the need to redefine their
roles and relationships in a world where churches
in each nation are establishing independent
policies and programs

.

The opportunities exist as well. New areas are
being opened to Christian presence. Large groups
of people are moving into the Church in some
parts of the world and other groups are showing
signs of responsiveness . Effective tools, tech-
niques and training are becoming more widely
known and used. Capable church leaders are ap-
pearing in every region. Young people in some

areas are showing increased interest in the Chris-
tian faith.

Christianity today faces a world that is, in some
areas , increasingly secularized, indifferent or
even hostile to the spread of the Gospel . Other
religions and philosophies compete for the alle-
giance of millions. Injustice often prevails and
righteousness seems muted . Christians are perse-
cuted in some lands ; missionaries are barred from
others . Some peoples are apparently strongly re-
sistant to the Gospel of Jesus Christ

.

Yet in other areas the Church is growing rapidly
and shows every indication of continuing to do so.
Congresses on evangelism as well as widespread
evangelism programs proliferate. A new sense of
spiritual openness is reported from other coun-
tries . The Holy Spirit seems to be working in
diverse and unexpected ways both inside and out-
side traditional church structures

.

From a purely human viewpoint , the future of the
Church in the world may appear uncertain; from
God’s vantage, the outcome is not in doubt

.

ESTIMATED STATISTICS OF WORLD RELIGIONS

Millions of Adherents 1

Affiliation (ca. 1972)

Protestant & Anglican^ 323 .

3

Roman Catholic 659^

Eastern Orthodox & Other 123.3

TOTAL CHRISTIANS 1,024.1

Moslem 608.1

Hindu 477.7

Buddhist 267.7*

Confucianist 305.5*

Jews 14. 37 5

Other and None 112.0

SOURCES AND NOTES

These statistics are taken from several sowrees
and their accuracy and completeness cannot be
guaTant ed. Different religious faiths have
different methods of counting the number of
adherents and direct oomporisons can only be
approximate.

* Some overlap probable . Also, much larger if
the mainland China population is accounted
for.

1. Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year
,

1973 .

2 . Anglican communion alone is estimated 65 .4

million for 1972 . This includes the
Episcopal Church of the USA. "Membership

,

Manpower and Money in the Anglican Commu-
nion’’ (London: Anglican Consultative
Council, 1973)

.

3. Annuario Pontificio , 1973 (Rome); data as
of December 1970

.

4 . 1972 Algiers Conference on Islam, cited
in Maryknoll Mission Research & Planning
Department Bulletin ,

No. 2 June 1973

.

5. American Jewish Yearbook, 1973.
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STATUS OF CHRISTIANITY PROFILES

6 - 12 page Profiles of the Status of Christianity are available on
certain countries and areas prepared for the International Congress
on World Evangelization, Lausanne, Switzerland, July 19 74 . The
list of available documents follows . They may be obtained from the
Congress office or from MARC, 919 W. Huntington Drive , Monrovia,
California, U.S.A. 91016

.

The information in this profile was taken from many sources which were
the best available to the editors at the time of preparation . However

,

the accuracy of the information cannot be guaranteed . Views expressed
or implied in this profile are not necessarily those of the ICOWE
convenors or planning staff . The editors have tried to present the

ministries of various organizations in an objective manner ,
without

undue bias or emphasis . Where we have failed
,
we apologize for

erroneous impressions that may result and request that comments and
corrections be sent to MARC , 919 W. Huntington Drive ,

Monrovia,
California, USA, 91016

.

Copyright © 1974 International Congress on World Evangelization.
Reproduction of this document is permitted if appropriate credit is

given.
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